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CO yekads 

DE YSMKQA 22 0301646 
0 201S43Z ZYH ZFF-5 
F'M GEMWHEELER CJCS WASH DC 
INFO MR ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE 
MR RUSK STATE DEPT WASH DC 

MR CARVER CIA 

GEM JOHNSON CSA WASH DC 

GEN MCCONNELL CSAF WASH DC 

ADM MOORER -CNO WASH DC 

ZEN/GEN CHAPMAN CMC WASH DC 

0 201249Z ZYH ZFF3 

FM GEN ABRAMS DEPCOMUSMACV 

TO GEN WHEELER CJCS 

INFO ADM SHARP CINCPAC 

GEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACV 

MAC 03855 EYES ONLY 


RECEIVED 
WHO A 






V' 


•2-S- 


1963 MAR 20 17 22 



SUBJECT c^PROPOSED^STATEMENT^REGARDING rvnaf PLANS CU) 

HE”'* - JCS 0309^ 

'concur in GENERAL WITH PROPOSED RELEASE. HOWEVER, 
RECOMMEND CHANGES OUTLINED BELOW. 

1. PARAGRAPHS ONE AND TWO BE CHANGED TO READ: 

A. PARAGRAPH 1. PRESIDENT THIEU HAS ORDERED THn. 

FASTEST POSSIBLE MOBILIZATION OF 125,000 ADDITIONAL iROOPS 
FOR SERVICE WITH THE REPU3LIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES. 

THES" ADDITIONAL TROOPS WILL INCREASE THE COMBAi STRENGTH 
OF THE' INFANTRY, AIRBORNE, ARTILLERY AND ARMORED CAVALRY 
UNITS AND PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL TERRIiORlAL FORCES FOR TH& 
SECURITY OF HAMLETS AND VILLAGES. THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH 
VIETNAM NOW SUPPORT A MILITARY FORCE OF ABOUT 650,000 AND A 

paramilitary force of approximately 125,000 for a total 

UNDER ARMS AT THE PRESENT TIME OF ABOUT 775,000. 

B. p a r a gr A ? H 2. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MANPOWER 
FOR THIS RAPID BUILDUP FROM A POPULATION OF APPROXIMATELY 
11,000,000 SOUTH VIETNAMESE UNDER GOVERNMENT PROTECTION, 

THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM HAS STARTED DRAFTING 19 YfAR OLDS 
AND PLANS TO INITIATE, IN MAY, THE DRAFTING OF 18 YeAS OLDS 
FOR THE FIRST TIME. CURRENTLY ALL MEN UNDER ARMS IN THE^ 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES HAVE HAD THEIR TOURS OF 
SERVICE EXTENDED FOR AN INDEFINITE TIME. ALL PROP SERVICE¬ 
MEN,’ 33 YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER, THAT HAVE 5 YEARS OR Lfc-SS 
ACTIVE DUTY HAVE BEEN RECALLED. IN FEBRUARY THERE WERE 
7,4?3 VOLUNTEERS FOR MILITARY DUTY. THIS, WHEN COMPARED TO 

the "Monthly average of 3,589 during 1957 , reflects an 

INCREASING SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND OBLIGATION BY THE 
VIETNAMESE, AND A DEFINITE REPUDIATION OF THE COMMUNISTS. 
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C RATIONALE: 

*C 1 ) THE 800,000 CITED IN YOUR MSG HAS NOT BEEN 
MENTIONED BY THIEU OR IN ANY DOCUMENT EXCEPT HIGHLY CLASSIFIED 
P ANNTNG DOCUMENTS AND MESSAGES RELATING TO PROPOSED FY70 
RVNaF FORCE STRUCTURE. BELIEVE WE SHOULD NOT UPSTAGE THIEU 
OR* DIVULGE THIS PROPOSED LEVEL UNTIL IT IS APPROVED. THE 
PDQpQ 5 £r) REVISION ABOVE WILL REFLECT THE MAGNITUDE Or RVNAr 
friTL IT ARY CONTRIBUTION IN A MORE COMPLETE LIGHT, SINCE THE 
PARAMILITARY FORCES ARE OFTEN OVERLOOKED, ALTHOUGH THEIR 
EFFORTS ARE IMPORTANT. 

(?) THE GVN CURRENTLY PLANS TO START DRAFTING THi 
YEAR OLD AGE GROUP IN MAY 19S3. THIS COULD BE PUSHED BACK 
15 APR r L ACCORDING TO THE DIRECTOR OF M03ILIZATI0N. 

‘ (3) EVEN THOUGH THE POPULATION IS 17,000,000 
ONLY 57 PER CENT OR APPROXIMaTELY 11,000,000 PEOPLE AS OF 31 
JAN 55 ARE UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL. THIS IS MORE DESCRIPTIVE OF THi 
REAL IMPACT GVN MOBILIZATION HAS ON THE PEOPLE. 

( 4 ) THE GVN HAS NOT YET ANNOUNCED THE TERMS 

OT x'-'E TOUR EXTENSION. WE, OF COURSE, PRESSED FOR A "DURA¬ 
TION OF THE WAR" CLAUSE BUT SINCE THIS RAN INTO CONSIDERABLE 
OPPOSITION IN THE GVN ASSEMBLY, SOME GVN OFFICIALS SEc.M TO 
uaw? IN‘MIND A DEFINITE PERIOD (E.G., 5-5 YEARS). THIS HAS 
K0T~3EEN RESOLVED AND IT WILL POSSIBLY BECOME ACADEMIC IN 
V TV'.,] OF THIEU’S EMPHASIS ON A STEPPED UP MOBILIZATION; 

FOWFV^P, WE SHOULD NOT PUT THIEU OR THE GVN ON THE SPOT BY 
PUB! TCTZING AN UNRESOLVED POLICY. ALL SERVICEMEN WHEN 
DISCHARGED ARE CONSIDERED PART OF THE HOME RESERVE BUT 
TIIERF 15 NO ORGANIZATION AS SUCH. ONLY THOSE "RESERVISTS” 

33 Y^a^S OF AGE OR YOUNGER THAT HAVE SERVED FOR 5 YEARS OR 

LESS - "ARE 3 EING RECALLED AS OF NOW. 

(5) DURING FEBRUARY 1953, THERE WERE 7,42o 
VOLUNTEERS FOR MILITARY DUTY COMPARED TO 1,077 IN FEB 57 AND 
A NON~HLY AVERAGE OF 3,539 DURING CY 1957. THIS IS . 

SIGNIFICANT, SINCE IT REFLECTS AN INCREASING SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY AND OBLIGATION ON THE PART OF THE VIET: 

PLUS THEIR REPUDIATION OF THE COMMUNISTS. 

2. PARAGRAPH 3 CHANGES: 

A. SO MUCH OF PARAGRAPH 3 THAT READS "ALL OF THc. 
ovtguI AR FORCES ARE NOW BEING EQUIPPED WITH MIS RIFLE, ETC 
3 £ CHANGED TO READ "ALL THE RVNAF COMBAT MANEUVER ELEMENiS 

ARE SOa BEING EQUIPPED, ETC." 

B. RATIONALE. 'USE OF THE TERM "REGULAR FORCES" 

COULD BE INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE SuPruRi rCRCES AND 
QUARTERS ELEMENTS, WHICH ARE NOT IN FACT RECEIVING THE MIS 

RIFLE. 
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